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A bijection is ntroduced in the set of all ordered trees having n edges from which 
one derives that, for each positive integer q, the parameters "number of nodes of 
degree q" and "number of odd-level nodes of degree q -  1" are equidistributed. 
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A rooted tree is a finite set S of one or more nodes such that (a) there 
is one specially designated node, called the root of the tree, and (b) the 
remaining nodes are part i t ioned into m ~>0 disjoint sets S~ ..... Sm, and 
each of the sets in turn is a rooted tree. The trees S~ ..... Sm are called the 
subtrees of the root. 
We visualize a tree with the root at the top, the root being jo ined with 
the roots of its subtrees by line segments, called edges. The number of sub- 
trees of a node is called the degree of that node. A node of degree zero is
called a leaf a node of posit ive degree is called an internal node, and a node 
of degree at least 2 is called a branching node. By the level of a node we 
mean the number of edges separating it from the root. An ordered tree is 
a rooted tree where the order of the subtrees of  a node is significant. 
We denote by T,  the set of all ordered trees with n edges. The set T o 
consists only of the single-node tree, called the empty tree, denoted by e. It 
is wel l -known that the number of all ordered trees with n edges is the 
2n Catalan number C, = ~ ( , ) ,  the coefficient of z n of the Catalan function 
C(z) = (1 - x/1 - 4z)/Zz. 
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We should mention the closely related Motzkin numbers. They were 
introduced in [ 10] as the number of ways of selecting n points on a circle 
either singly or in noncrossing pairs. Their first values are 1, 1, 2, 4, 9, 21, 
51, 127 ..... An explicit formula for the Motzkin numbers Me, is in terms of 
the Catalan numbers [5] Mn = Y~i~>0 ("~2i~ Ci. 
Numerous nonnegative integer-valued statistics have been defined for an 
ordered tree. For example, some parameters are: the number of leaves, the 
degree of the root, the number of branching nodes, the level of the leftmost 
leaf, etc. (see, for example, [ 1-3, 11 ] ). 
We say that two parameters Pl and P2 are equidistributed if for each 
pair of nonnegative integers n and k the sets {rcT , , :p j ( r )=k} and 
{ r e T,," p2(r) = k} are equinumeArous. 
We will introduce a bijection ( ): T,, --, T,, which we will use to obtain for 
each positive integer q the equidistribution of the following two parameters: 
(i) number of nodes of degree q; 
(ii) number of odd-level nodes of degree q -  1. 
A 
We define the mapping ( ) inductively. First we set g = e. For a nonempty 
tree ~ c T,,, 
where r~, "L'2, . . . ,  "fro are trees, we define 
It is easy to see by induction that 4 E T,, and that he defined mapping 
is a bijection. The correspondences for trees with 1, 2, and 3 edges are 
given in Fig. 1. 
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The main property of this bijection is contained in the following theorem. 
THEOREM 1. (i) For an ordered tree ~ the number of nodes having degree 
q (q/> 1), is equal to the number of odd-level nodes" of¢~ having degree q -  1. 
(ii) For an ordered tree ~ the number of nodes of degree 0 (i.e., leaves 
in the case of a nonempty tree) is equal to the number of even-level nodes 
ofa. 
The proof is by induction on the number of edges of the tree. Both 
statements hold for the empty tree (0 = 0, 1 = 1 ). Let ~ be an arbitrary 
nonempty ordered tree with subtrees r l ,  r2 ..... %,. The induction step goes 
through at once provided we take into account the following three simple 
facts: (i) the tree ~ has more edges than each of the trees r~, T 2 . . . . .  "Cm; 
(ii) if a node of ~ is in some ~j, then the parity of its level in ~j is the same 
as the parity of its level in ~; (iii) the only node of ~ that is not in any of 
the "Cj's is the root, having degree m; on the other hand, the only node of 
c~ that is not in any of the fj's is the rightmost child of the root, which .is 
at level 1 and has degree m-  1. 
From Theorem 1 we obtain the following two corollaries. 
COROLLARY 1. For each positive integer q the following two parameters 
on the set of all ordered trees are equidistributed: (i) the number of nodes of 
degree q; (ii) the number of odd-level nodes of degree q -  1. 
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COROLLARY 2. The following two parameters on the set of all ordered 
trees are equidistributed: (i) the number of leaves; (ii) the number of 
even-level nodes. 
It is well known that the parameters of Corollary 2 have the Narayana 
distribution (see, for example, [2, 3]). 
Remark 1. Making use of a well-known bijection between ordered trees 
and Dyck paths (the "glove" bijection), one can easily see that Corollary 
2 is equivalent to the known equidistribution of the parameters "number of 
valleys" and "number of even-level rises" on the set of all Dyck paths (see, 
for example, [8, 13-15, 17]). 
From Corollary 1 we obtain 
COROLLARY 3. For each positive integer q the following two parameters 
on the set of all ordered trees are equidistributed: (i) the number of nodes of 
degree at least q; (ii) the number of odd-level nodes of degree at least q -  1. 
Remark 2. For q = 3 Corollary 3 gives the equidistribution f the follow- 
ing two parameters: (i) number of nodes of degree at least 3; (ii) number of 
odd-level branching nodes. 
From here, in particular, taking into account hat ordered trees with no 
nodes of degree higher than 2 are enumerated by the Motzkin numbers 
[ 4, 5, 7 ], it follows that also the ordered trees with no branching nodes at 
odd levels are enumerated by the Motzkin numbers. This i a relatively 
recent result of A. Kuznetsov, I. Pak, and A. Postnikov [ 9 ], which, inciden- 
tally, has inspired the present note. 
Remark 3. From the definition of our bijection r--, f it is immediate 
that 
Now, from Corollary 1 and from the fact that ordered trees in which no 
node, the root excepted, has degree 1, are enumerated by the Motzkin 
numbers [ 4, 5 ], it follows that ordered trees with no odd-level leaves, with 
the possible xception of a rightmost childless child of the root, are enumerated 
by the Motzkin numbers. For example, the M 4 ~9 such trees with five 
edges are 
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If we write the set of all ordered trees as the disjoint union of trees of 
root degree d, (d=O, 1, 2, 3 .... ), and make use of the so-called symbolic 
method (see, for example, [12, p. 118]), then we can easily see that the 
generating function G(t,  z )  for ordered trees, where z marks the number of 
edges and t marks the number of nodes of degree at least q, satisfies the 
equation 
G = 1 + zG + 2"2G 2 q'- - - -  -]- Z 't - I G q J + tzqG q + tz  u + 1G q + r + . . .  
or  
( t -  1) z'IG'~ + zG2-G + 1 =0. 
Setting zG= Y, the above equation can be written as Y=z  ' I~ '~ Y' I Y , a 
direct case of the application of the Lagrange inversion theorem (see, for 
example, [ 16, Theorem 5.1.1]). By a straightforward computation we find 
that the number a,,, k of ordered trees having n edges and k nodes of degree 
at least q is given by 
i=o i n 
For the number a,, of nodes of degree at least q in all ordered trees with 
n edges we find 
8G C"(z) =(2n-q l  
(for the last equality see [6, p. 203; 16, p. 54]). This is consistent with the 
result of Dershowitz and Zaks regarding the number of nodes of degree d 
in all ordered trees with n edges [2, 3]. Now, for the expected number of 
nodes of degree at least q in a random ordered tree with n edges we find 
~n I];!= o(n + 1 -- i) n 
C,, l r [7=~(2n+l - i )  2" 
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